School life in Greece

This survey has been accomplished in our lower secondary school. The 30 participating pupils, aged from 13 to 15 years old were chosen because of their active involvement in European Projects. They answered the questionnaire individually and then four of them gathered the results, grouped the answers and presented the following report:
1) How much time do you spend at school in a day?

At high school, pupils usually spend 7 hours a day at school which means 35 hours per week. They start school at 8.15 and they finish at 14.00. They have got 6 breaks of 5 or 10 minutes between the courses.

2) How much time do you spend in a day for studying, apart from school?

After school, pupils always have a lot of homework and so they study around 2 to 3 hours a day, sometimes even more. In the afternoon most of them take some private tutorial lessons (around 2 hours a day) to improve their foreign language skills as well as cover their gaps in different school subjects.

3) What are your most and least favourite lessons?

Most pupils’ favourite subjects are: English, French, German, Physical Education, Computer studies, Maths and Modern Greek whereas their least favourites are Ancient Greek, History, Geography and Constitution.
4) Are your lessons teacher centred or student centred?

Unfortunately, the lessons are mainly teacher centred and the pupils’ participation is not as active as it should be. Their examination does not particularly include project presentations or team work results.
5) Which learning method help you to understand the lessons?

As far as the learning methods are concerned, the majority of the pupils seem to prefer the visual one if film watching and internet research are involved, the kinaesthetic method, especially for language and drama classes and they seem to appreciate the auditory way of teaching if it includes songs and various broadcasts listening.
6) While you are doing your homework or projects what kind of sources do you 

use?

As the educational system in Greece is mostly based on traditional methods, homework remains dependent on course books and encyclopaedias. However, there are more and more teachers who encourage their pupils to differentiate their work and recur to the internet and the medias in order to get the needed information.

7) Can you use the things that you’ve learnt at school in your daily life?

The usage of school knowledge in the everyday life seems to be limited according to the majority of the pupils of our school who think that what they learn at school has mainly got a theoretical character and does not correspond to the practical needs of our modern life. Only computer studies and foreign languages find a practical application in the everyday life especially during the pupils’ exchanges organised through the European Projects.

8) Do you think there are some unnecessary lessons in your curriculum?

Music, Arts and Greek Constitution are the subjects most pupils considered as less necessary in the curriculum mainly because they are not taught in a practical way.
9) What kind of support do you take for the lessons that you are unsuccessful?

Although the school has the possibility to organize tutoring lessons for pupils with difficulties, all children prefer to solve their learning problems in the afternoon by attending private lessons either individually or in small groups because they consider them more efficient and reliable.
10) Do you think there must be extra lessons or activities in your school?

As for extra activities that could be organised by the school, the majority of the pupils seem to be quite reluctant as they fear they could not have the quality and the attractiveness of ‘real’ extra activities. in order to get a good job.
11) Do you really think that you get the right education for the branch you will 

choose in the future?

Generally, pupils think that they work hard, they acquire lot knowledge in one way or another but they do not feel confident about the quality of their education especially when particular skills and specialised knowledge are concerned.

12) Do you think you spend enough time for social activities at school?

All pupils agreed on the fact that the existing educational system does not include curricular or extra-curricular activities that aim at increasing the sociability of the children. Whatever is achieved in this field represents an initiative of the teachers or the headmaster of the school and does not have a permanent character.
13) What should be done at school to increase your success?

According to the vast majority of the enquired pupils, school would be much more effective if it became less theoretic, if it put into practice modern methods of teaching (use of modern technologies, team work, research, field trips etc.) and if it put the basis for a  long life learning attitude of its students.
14) Do you think discipline has an important role for learning?

Everybody agreed that discipline is one of the most important elements of the pupils’ success at school. However, many pupils commented that discipline should not be imposed in an authoritarian way but by setting rules that should be presented, explained and then obeyed by the entire school community.
15) When you compare your and your parents’ education system which one is 

more successful?

Finally, most of the pupils found their parents’ educational system more effective and successful for two main reasons: First of all because their parents did not have to attend as many afternoon private lessons as they do nowadays and secondly because, despite their effort, they seem to acquire less knowledge than their parents, both general and specific and to fail to get the specialization required. 
Here there are some of the pupils’ most characteristic answers:
2)  How much time do you spend in a day for studying, apart from school?


“I almost never study less than one and a half hour a day. Then, I have private 

lessons in English, French and Ancient Greek. I usually have two classes in the 

afternoon. It is really tough…” (Maria G., 13 years old)

“If you want to be an excellent student, you must study 3-4 hours a day, not less. 

And then the afternoon lessons… 2-3 hours a day”  (Yiannis P., 14 years old)
3)  What are your most and least favourite lessons?


“I like English and German, then Greek and Maths and of course, Physical 

Education!” (Vassiliki G., 14 years old) 


“Physical Education, French and English!” (Antigoni P., 13 years old)
4)  Are your lessons teacher centred or student centred?


“Teacher centred definively! Most teachers are so boring… They teach the lesson 

(Bla, bla, bla) ask questions or ask us to take out a piece of paper to take a short 

test”  (Christos P., 13 years old)

“Tests, examinations, learning by heart: I call that teacher centred!”


(Kyriaki S., 14 years old)
5)  Which learning method help you to understand the lessons?


“When I watch a historic film, I can better understand the facts and remember the 

story, even the smallest details. I also like listening to songs. But I don’t like 

listening to the teacher explaining the lesson”  (Liana A., 13 years old)

“Kinaesthetic teaching is great, especially in drama classes. I like it also when we 

play games in English and French. Seems so exciting!”  


(Theodora G., 13 years old) 

6)  While you are doing your homework or projects what kind of sources do you 

use?


“Books, books, books…”  (Maria G., 13 years old)

“Books and encyclopedias, sometimes newspapers, internet less often” 
  
(Maria T., 14 years old)
7)  Can you use the things that you’ve learnt at school in your daily life?


“Not really. Only English, French and German especially when we do the class 

exchanges!”  (Giorgos G., 13 years old)

“Maybe languages? Yes! When we travel abroad and host our pen friends. And 

computer studies that help me handle my PC”  (Stavros F., 15 years old)
8)  Do you think there are some unnecessary lessons in your curriculum?


“Music because we only do theory. I hate that!”  (Martha B., 14 years old)

“Music, Arts and constitution. Too much theory for practical things. Why do 

that?”  (Vassiliki G., 14 years old)
9)  What kind of support do you take for the lessons that you are unsuccessful?


“I never imagined participating to the tutoring lessons organized by my school. 

They cannot be as good as the ones I do in the afternoon!” 

(Maria T., 14 years old)

“If it is the same as in the normal lessons, why not try another, more efficient help 

(even if my parents must pay for it?)  (Martha B., 14 years old)
10) Do you think there must be extra lessons or activities in your school?


“No! They cannot be cool. I’d rather do something I choose!” 

(Giorgos G., 13 years old)

“I do activities in clubs outside school. It is less boring!”  


(Maria G., 13 years old)
11) Do you really think that you get the right education for the branch you will

choose in the future?

“I’m afraid not. Too much theory and no practice”   (Giorgos G., 13 years old)
“I’m not sure. We learn a lot of things but are we in the right way?” 
(Maria P., 14 years old)
12) Do you think you spend enough time for social activities at school?

“No. We never have time for that”   (Maria P., 14 years old)
“We are always behind with the planning so we are always in hurry and socialising is a waste of time…”   (Kyriaki S., 14 years old)
13) What should be done at school to increase your success?

“To replace tests with projects, books with lap tops, boring lessons with excursions!”   (Maria P., 14 years old)
“More computer studies, more European Projects, more competitions” 
(Kyriaki S., 14 years old)
14) Do you think discipline has an important role for learning?

“Yes, but with certain rules!”   (Maria G., 14 years old)
“Not blind discipline. And not only for a part of the students” 
(Antigoni P., 13 years old)
15) When you compare your and your parents’ education system which one is 

more successful?

“My parents’! Less homework, fewer private lessons, more job opportunities I guess”  (Kyriaki S., 14 years old)
“Our parents were luckier than us. They did not have to study as much as we do. They only took some language lessons. For us it is more complicated” 
(Maria P., 14 years old)
